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In Iranian architecture, color transcends mere ornamentation. This article identifies
the dominant color compositions and analyzes the aesthetic preferences reflected in
the tilework of two historical gates in Qazvin-Tehran-e-Qadim and Darb-e-Koushk—
dating back to the Qajar era. The central question concerns the characteristics of the
color spectra found in the tilework of these gates and the patterns that can be derived
from them. The study used a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on both field
research and literature reviews. Color data were captured through photography
under relatively uniform lighting conditions; after extraction using software, the data
were categorized by hexadecimal codes and the RGB (Red, Green, Blue) color model.
Additionally, the Munsell color system was utilized to ensure greater precision.
Findings indicated that at the Tehran-e-Qadim gate, turquoise accounted for
approximately 40 % of the color composition and lapis lazuli blue for about 25 %,
while at the Darb-e-Koushk gate, turquoise and lapis lazuli blue constituted
approximately 30 and 25 %, respectively. Given the approximate nature of these
estimates, the figures serve solely to describe and facilitate a relative comparison of
the color compositions.
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Figure 1: The Tehran-Qadim gate, Qazvin. (Photo: authors).
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Figure 2: The Darb-Qoushk gate, Qazvin. (Photo: authors).
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Figure 3: View from below the gate of Tehran-Qadim gate (Photo: authors)

Figure 4: The tile of Darb-Qoushk gate (Photo: authors)
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Figure 5: The tile of Darb-Qoushk gate (Photo: authors). Figure 6: The tile of Darb-Qoushk gate (Photo: authors).
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Figure 7: The tile of Darb-Qoushk gate (Photo: authors).
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Table 1: Munsell Code Extraction Table for Old Tehran Gadim.

Approximate Color Closest Approximate Color
Description Munsell Code Occurrence (%)

Turquoise 10B 5/6 40
Lapis Lazuli Blue 5PB 3/8 25
Ochre-Yellow 5YR 6/8 15
Grayish White N5/5 20

Description

This color is predominantly observed in the main
background of the tiles and along their borders.
It is mainly used in Gol-0-Morgh motifs and geometric
borders.
it is predominantly used in linear floral motifs and
decorative details
It appears as a background color in parts of the inscriptions
and geometric motifs
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Table 2: Munsell Code Extraction Table for Old darb kooshk.

. I Closest Approximate Color
Approximate Color Description Munsell Code )

Bluish Turquoise 5 BG 6/6 30

Dark Lapis Lazuli Blue 10 PB 3/8 25
Ochre-Tinted Yellow (Pale Gold) 7.5 YR 6/6 20
Brick Brown 5 YR 4/4 25
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The dominant color of the tiles, creating a sense of coolness and
reflecting Iranian-Islamic identity
Used as the background for patterns and inscriptions, enhancing
visual depth and contrast.
A decorative color used to emphasize geometric patterns and
frames.
The color of the brick structure, creating visual balance and a
connection with local materials.

SLaS, g lone JlSlo a5t 5 2Uly> o0 S5, Y
o3l Lo ailas (o S 5 (o985 (0% 50 s1n PBy NIL 5o 5
Y 9BG ;o VL olidg, b 5 () gl 5y o5 Jo po il oas
S raie b & 5 Gl pls Sgd o0 003 (535 50 5 A polaw
@lbdd sl a5 L8 o B Cugl sl p )lpl &S (S5
sl 031950

Casl S gl 93 50 0 1 JeSe (S sk 5l s s Jolas Y
2 ol ol el 3,5 IS 305 5 lojg -l o Lo
anls bl oo (3) JB Lawgie (ool L b ol & j90 4 Juuils
SHal eyl g 55l (s5laly & Vb ogls 5l 5 b jlone oSS
Sl poled Coenl 1l (63959 Sl AT (Gl Sy el a8l s

lojs et il Sy e (5055 Gl 0 Ky l Slime ¥
S5, sl o b iy 3 el bsli wZenlad panlie ol
S S Bl o0 jye 9 Il ey 00 j08 Sk @‘)—"’T 955
Csolr 9 S5 sles (S K5y 5 2lles g (eols oasmslas
LacsS, 51 € 093l 095 70 Olpreas o3lg,0 o )3 . Eunl
S oo ool (g5 el 5 508l (uge Ly (sl

o3lgyd samly pLIA S (490 95 Dlgie 4 (S slaglas O
Pl fwdin g Soa 7S (55 S 5l o8 ol
Ol (o g (28 sl plb ) (5t 955 SBgS 00 oS JI>
Sloyss i Shs s Ll ogeds 1o £o55 ,Sily gy oyl aws e
SRSy (IS e 53 s oamsplis Loyl g s (515 818

GBS o yo g cBliz> 10 ST Julowd gulis o 2,5 Y-
S90S, sl Fhns clis (Sl sl caye g cbilis
Sloodie Jolie 5l (S0 plgiean il oo g )lone Sl o
el 5l G S e 5 (Siludiiiane Cundy o)1) Sl
W55 et Pyl slaly 5,5 A 50 008 18 axgi 050
g Sl 5 Sen iy (oo IS g (rlans (S o9 b
Lo 3l 35550 5l iy 9,0l st 51 (55 GRleS )0 s
S el lolid 5 (gjluaitan wapdscwl glaisn (o0 315k

Lol (§ 5955 9790

DV-NFE PED) ¥ /S5y 5o9Ld 9 pole (sole &g puins



SR sbie o 0 )3 OT )15 p3 ST L B 093 $la6)19)3 LS 55y EUS w32 /Fesdl sl jae s 9 Lo rasa Ls ) 1 7Y

AS85S @) g e Ol 03lsy0 sla (B 53 S9zge ST,y hnb Ll Y Jgur
Table 3: Analysis of the color spectrum present in the tiles of the Tehran-Qadim and the Darb-Koushk.

I'he name of site
Number

Color spectrum Volume

gate under
study
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